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For Immediate Release: Sept. 15, 2008
Contact:  Caroline Cooke, 804.537.5525
TENNESSEE CHAPTER MEMBER 

WINS NATIONAL SIERRA CLUB AWARD
SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Tennessee Chapter member Ann Harris is among those being honored with national awards from the Sierra Club this year.
Harris is receiving the Special Service Award, which recognizes strong and consistent commitment to conservation or the Club over an extended period of time. 
Harris has supported and worked to increase awareness of how nuclear issues can affect our lives regardless of where we live. The Radiation Committee (RadCom) is one of the newest issue committees in the SC. Ann helped to recruit the top nuclear activists across America. 

Harris joined the Club at a time when the Sierra Club had neither a focus on nuclear issues, nor activity that provided an awareness of the effects of nuclear issues in the United States, nor how the US is affected by international actions on those same nuclear issues. Her expertise in dealing with state, regional, and national nuclear issues generated an appointment to the Environmental Quality Strategy Team and then as leader of the RadCom. As her Sierra Club work gained momentum, a  regional meeting of Club members around the nuclear issue convened – the first since the 70s. Another is set for this fall.
Beyond the Club, Harris’ legendary accomplishments highlight the vast experience she brought to the Club. She prevailed in 11 legal complaints as a TVA employee – five EEO complaints, six nuclear whistleblower complaints. In the 1990 agreement reached with TVA, TVA would send Ann to college to obtain a bachelor’s degree; she graduated with parallel Master of Science degrees. During that time, Harris developed and implemented actions to provide support to nuclear workers inside TVA and throughout the country. Ann would later become known as the most successful whistleblower in America with these actions against the federal agency while staying on the payroll. 
During the fuel loading of the TVA’s Watts Bar nuclear plant, Harris discovered that TVA and DOE had made an agreement to produce nuclear weapons materials at the site. The public never knew. Harris worked from 1998-2001 to stop this from happening. Unable to find legal help willing to tackle DOD, DOE, Labor, NRC, or the TVA, Harris began the intervening action herself. She was given standing but no safety issues would be heard.
The award will be presented Sept. 20 during the Sierra Club’s Annual Dinner in San Francisco. For more information on the Sierra Club awards program, visit www. sierraclub.org/awards. The deadline to nominate club members for 2009 awards is June 1, 2009.
###
Photos will be available on request following the September 20th Annual Dinner.

