
Northwes~ Interstate Compact
On Low-Level Radioactive Waste Ml'magement
P.O. Box 47600. Olympia, Washington 98504-7600. (360) 407-1102. Mike Gamer, Executive Director

June 11, 20q8

Ms. Kathryn Baynes, Executive Director
Southeast Interstate Compact
21 Glenwood Avenue, Suite 207
Raleigh, NC 27603

Dear Ms. Haynes:

I am writing on behalfof the working group formed by the Northwest Compact
committee at its May 8, 2008, meeting. We are tasked with attempting to resolve
concerns our committee has with the practice that allows certain Southeast Compact
processors to claim another generator's waste, following processing only, as their own
waste. This practice compromises the ability of the Northwest Compact to effectively
exercise its exclusionary authority as provIded by federal law.

The Northwest Compact's Third Amended Resolution and Order (Resolution) (attached)
serves as an arrangement as required by Articles IV and V of our compact statutes with
out-of-region unaffiliated states and compacts. The Resolution provides access to the
region for disposal of certain low-level wastes at the EnergySQlutions' facility in Clive,
Utah. At the end ofMarch 2008 the Northwest Compact became aware that'waste not
intended to be provided access to our region under the requirements ofthe'Resolution '
was being shipped to EnergySolutions' facility for disposal. The waste in question wa~
imported from Monserco Limited located in Ontario, Canada to the Durate1~, Inc. f&cility
located in Tennessee. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission solicited comments
from the Southeast Compact and the state of Tennessee, but not the Northwest Compact,
on this Import application (TW017).,

Duratek incinerated a portion of the Canadian waste. As a result of a change to its
operating license that took effect approximately two' years ago, Duratek claimed the ash

. resulting'from the incineration ofwaste generated in Canada as its own waste. The ash
resulting from incineration of the Canadian waste was then shipped as Duratek
(Tennessee) waste to EnergySolutions' Utah facility for disposal. ..

The Northwest Compact wants to make it clear the Resolution does not serve a~ an
arrangement for foreign low-level waste. At its May 8, 2008, meeting the committee
adopted a Clarifying Resolution (attached) 'specifying that an arrangement does not exist
for foreign waste, including foreign generated waste that.is characterized as domestic
generated' waste by'an out-of-region state or compact. Therefore, Canadian waste
incinerated at the Duratek facility and then claimed as Duratek waste is not provided'
access to our region for disposal at EnergySolutions' Utah facility.
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